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Wealth in Families
By Charles W, Collier

Charles W. Collier, a Harvard
University fund raiser, offers a

philosophical look at the meaning |
and purpose of wealth, in the hope
of helping readers—especially
those with substantial financial
means—to explore family issues,
shape their philanthropy, and
make wise giving decisions. ,

Wealth in Families builds on the
premise that wealth is not just fi-
nancial—it’s also defined in hu-
man, intellectual, and social di-
mensions.

In the first chapter, Mr. Collier
writes that, before wealthy people
plan their estates, they should
consider the following questions:
What is most important to your
family? How wealthy do you want
your children to be? What should
you do to guide and support the
personal growth of each family
member? '

Mr. Collier says those questions
are important because “the arena
of values and principles, communi-
cation and trust, calling and edu-
cation is critical to your children’s
pursuit of happiness and to the
positive preservation of your fam-
ily.”

The book, which includes inter-
views with experts on families and
wealth, also broaches subjects like
family communication, the devel-
opment of a balanced approach to
money, financial education, and
the philanthropic impulse. Appen-
dixes with planning question-
naires, descriptions of different
gift options and how they work,
and additional resources on fi-
nance and philanthropy are also
included.
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